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2018 has been a busy, exciting and successful year for the Auckland Goethe 
Society. We maintain strong connections in the academic and cultural 
communities inside and outside Auckland and we are attracting a diverse range of 
speakers to our events. 

Our current membership stands at 62. 

We started our year with a planning meeting in February which was followed by a 
sub-committee meeting in March to re-organise the Goethe Society Exams. All 
subsequent events were organised via email which worked quickly and efficiently.  

I have attached a list of all events including attendances for 2018 to this report 
and will only provide a brief summary of events here. We held 

- 3 academic lectures by overseas researchers 
- 1 readings by visiting writer 
- 1 German “Spieleabend” with classic German board games 
- a student lunch to welcome new and returning students to the Department 

of German 
- a German quiz open to all ages 
- the Goethe Society Examination Prizegiving for school students 
- a Weihnachtsfeier with musical entertainment by tenor and German student 

Nathan Hauraki 
- fortnightly get-togethers to chat in German at Kaffeeklatsch at Fraser’s in 

Mt Eden and Stammtisch in the city.   
 

One of the major changes this year has been the Goethe Society exams which are 
now the Goethe Society Oral Competition. Due to the high administrative load 
associated with the old exams, we decided to transition to an oral competition 
format. I would like to acknowledge the tremendous help of Diana Feick and Janet 
Welch in creating these new examinations. 

In evaluating the success of this new exam format, there have been a number of 
positives and negatives. On the positive side, the oral only format has greatly 
decreased the workload for exam organisers and teachers, which is very welcome. 
The feedback on the content itself has been generally positive and with minor 
tweaks, we should be able to take this exam forward over the next few years. 
Also, the turnout at the prizegiving ceremony continued to be high with 300 
attendees and our guest speaker Astrid gave a truly inspirational speech with a 
lot of enthusiastic feedback. 

On the downside, while we had the same number of schools attending as last year, 
the number of students dropped significantly, down to 120. Initial feedback 
indicated that oral exams are perceived as more difficult and therefore attract only 



the more confident students. This could be a point for us to discuss, how we can 
raise attendance levels next year.  

Another point of concern is the dropping attendance numbers of some of our 
events and later on, I welcome ideas on how we could invigorate events with fresh 
ideas and approaches.   

We are grateful for the continued generous financial support we have received 
from the Goethe Institute this year. In February 2018, I travelled to the Netzwerk-
meeting at the Goethe Institut to report on the 2017 programme of the Society 
and I will be attending the 2019 meeting to present this report.  

Last but not least, I would like to thank our committee for their great work and 
team spirit over the last year. Thank you to the outgoing committee members 
Doris Evans and Hilmar Schulze Bergkamen for generously giving your time over 
the past years. 

I would also like to thank the remaining committee members, Tracy Adams, Doris 
Evans, Nicole Perry and Courtney Sole for all the work they have done for the 
Society this year. A special thank you goes to our treasurer Robyn Gray, who, in 
her first year in office, has been working tirelessly behind the scenes to keep the 
Society in good financial shape (see attached report) and organising quick and 
unbureaucratic reimbursements. The communication with our members ran very 
smoothly via email, Facebook and our website and a special thank you goes out 
to our communications team who ensured that our events were well attended.  

This committee has been a terrific team to work with and I am looking forward to 
seeing many of you again next year to organise more exciting events for our 
members. 
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